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December 3, 1989

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

M. James E. Wsuri

Manager of Communi cations
Steel Tank Institute

728 Anthony Trai l

Nort hwood, Illinois 60062

Dear M. Wsuri:

This in response to your inquiry dated July 14, 1989, to M.
R chard WI son concerning the regulatory status of mnethanol and
met hanol - bl end fuel s.

Met hanol is listed under section 101(14) of the Conprehensive

Envi ronnent al Response, Conpensation and Liability Act of 1980,
and, therefore, nmust be stored in a hazardous substance UST system
In addi tion, MB5 nust also be stored in a hazardous substance UST
system because it contains 85%of a CERCLA-|isted substance.
Gasohol s containing | esser anounts of methanol (generally, 2.5%to
5% may be stored in petrol eum UST systens.

Met hanol and MB5 can be stored in new petrol eum UST systens, if the
owner or operator denonstrates that their nmethod of rel ease
detection neets the requirenents for rel ease detection for

petrol eum UST systens. In addition, the owner or operator mnust
provide infornation to the inplenmenting agency about corrective
action technol ogi es, site characteristics, and properties of the
stored substance. Variances may be obtained on a case-by-case
basis fromthe inplenenting agency where they all ow t hem

Under the federal rules, Methanol and MB5 can be stored in

exi sting, single-wall UST systens until Decenber 1998, if the
regul atory requirenments for rel ease detection are net. A variance
is not required in this situation. Attached is a recent issue
paper that was provided to the EPA Regions and States on the above
matter.

Pl ease be advi sed that sone States and | ocal governnents require
secondary contai nment of all UST systens (e.g., California, New
York, New Hanpshire, and Austin, Texas) and the Federal |aw
specifically allows themto be nore stringent than EPA s
requirenents if they choose.



| hope this responds to your need for clarification in this area.

Si ncerely,

/s/

David O Brien, Chief
St andar ds Br anch



